THE CITY OF BROCKTON,
BROCKTON REDEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY AND
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

“WORKING TOGETHER”
FOR THE CITIZENS OF THE
CITY OF BROCKTON
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program
The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program is a flexible program that provides
communities with resources to address a wide range of unique community development needs. Beginning
in 1974, the CDBG program is one of the longest continuously run programs at HUD. The CDBG program
provides annual grants on a formula basis to 1209 general units of local government and States.
The CDBG entitlement program allocates annual grants to larger cities and urban counties to develop
viable communities by providing decent housing, a suitable living environment, and opportunities to
expand economic opportunities, principally for low and moderate-income persons.
The CDBG program works to ensure decent affordable housing, to provide services to the most vulnerable in
our communities, and to create jobs through the expansion and retention of businesses. CDBG is an
important tool for helping local governments tackle serious challenges facing their communities. The CDBG
program has made a difference in the lives of millions of people and their communities across the Nation.
The City of Brockton has been the recipient of Community Development Block Grant funding since 1974.
Through CDBG funding, the City has assisted our Public Services (non profit organizations) with funding
that is geared toward helping the citizens of our City with a variety of issues facing them. CDBG funding has
also provided the City with a variety of other projects including street paving, homeowner assistance,
demolition of properties that are beyond repair, acquisition and rehabilitation of vacant properties, facade
improvements, and many other Community Development projects.

PUBLIC SERVICES
FATHER BILL’S AND MAINSPRING – Work Express Program
The Work Express Program is a social enterprise self sufficiency program that employs homeless adult men and women
in commercial cleaning, landscaping and apartment rehabilitation, working for a variety of customers throughout Brockton.
Participants gain skills and stability and graduate the program with a job and housing within one year or less. CDBG funding
supports the program that serves more than 50 participants during the grant year. During the past year, funds supported more
than 60 homeless men and women, with 100% of the graduates being housed and 77% were employed as of July 2o13. In
addition to assisting the homeless in Brockton, Work Express will also benefit the City of Brockton with street cleaning,
clearing vacant lots and providing graffiti removal.

BROCKTON AREA MULTI SERVICES INC. (BAMSI)
BAMSI has two programs that assist the citizens of Brockton.

Dorn Davies Senior Center - The elderly population in the City of Brockton is extraordinarily fragile and
often alone. Data indicates that 6% are institutionalized. Approximately 15,125 seniors, age 60 and above are
living in the community. Twenty percent live with family or spouses and eighty percent live alone. Although the
programs offered at the Dorn Davies Senior Center are open to all seniors of low and moderate income, the
Outreach Program offered at the center targets the 80% living alone. The programs offered at the Dorn Davies
Senior Center include weekly exercise classes, nutrition classes, referral services, access to assistance programs,
meals programs, the Brown Bag lunch program and Adult Day Care. The Center will provide these
comprehensive programs to over 3,000 low income elderly residents each year.

BROCKTON AREA MULTI SERVICES INC. (BAMSI)
BAMSI also provides assistance to Brockton citizens through HELPLINE.
BAMSI’s Helpline Program – Has been created for the purpose of assisting those Brockton residents who are
in need of assistance through its Emergency Services Program that assists low income households in Brockton
who are facing severe financial hardships which may jeopardize their housing. BAMSI Helpline uses its vast
resource database to connect families and individuals to the right agency for their particular needs. Services and
activities include food voucher distribution, emergency funds for utilities, oil, rental assistance, medication,
medical supplies and transportation, housing counseling, and a variety of other services, all to aid these people so
that they do not lose their housing. The Helpline provided assistance to over 1,200 persons each year.

PUBLIC SERVICES
ASSOCIACAO CABOVERDIANA DE BROCKTON INC.
Youth Enhancement Program (YEP) The Youth Enhancement
Program targets immigrant population, low income, single parent
household populations with a language barrier. The program will serve
approximately 100 youths. “YEP We Can” offers an after school program and
summer program that is run by a program coordinator, mentors and
volunteers. The program offers various activities to help children with such
activities as arts and crafts, homework assistance, English as a second
language lessons, and various other exercises and programs. The main focus
of YEP is to provide lessons that will help these children blend with the
surrounding culture while keeping the youth busy with after school and
summer activities and away from the lures of drugs and negative behavior.

SOUTH COASTAL COUNTIES LEGAL SERVICES, INC.
Brockton Housing Law Program – This program will focus on the critical area of housing law affecting
Brockton families, which is unfit living conditions that exists in many low income rental properties. The program
will prioritize these cases and assist approximately 30 of Brockton’s extremely low income residents to improve
their living conditions by providing full legal representation in Brockton’s Housing Court. In additions, a free
workshop will be provided to Brockton residents. This workshop, “Know your Housing Rights”, will provide
attendees with such topics as State Sanitary Codes, Illegal Evictions, Protecting personal property in eviction
cases, and seeking damages for loss of personal property.

OLD COLONY YMCA
Cosgrove Pool – The Cosgrove Pool is located in an area that is surrounded by low income families. This is a
free pool for all residents of the City of Brockton, yet the majority of the persons using the pool (over 70%) are
very low income. Funding is used to provide lifeguard salaries and to satisfy related expenses in connection with
the provision of structured recreational and institutional programs at the Old Colony YMCA. During the summer
months, underprivileged children and youths from throughout City neighborhoods are transported to the pool
where they receive swimming and water safety instruction from qualified counselors and instructors. Seasonally,
over 16,000 people benefit from the use of the facility and its structured programs.
OLD COLONY YMCA
Camp Massasoit – Camp Massasoit is a six week summer day
camp that operates at Massasoit Community College to benefit
low and moderate income children between the ages of 9 and 12
years old. The camp offers organized programs that are not only
recreational in nature, but are also focused on values, health and
fitness, self esteem and confidence building, ethnic and cultural
diversity and problem solving skills. The camp provides summer
programs for approximately 300 youths during the summer. A
main focus of the camp is to provide children with summer
activities while being less exposed to the lure of drugs, gang
activity and other negative behavior.

PUBLIC SERVICES
OLD COLONY YMCA
David Jon Louison Center - The main objective of the David Jon Louison Center is to provide emergency and
transitional shelter for homeless individuals and their families. These families experiencing homelessness are at
a very vulnerable time in their lives. Providing shelter is only one component of the program. The overall
objective of the program is to promote a successful transition towards rapid re-housing and to provide a means
of self sufficiency. The center offers an array of support services which include individualized case management,
mental health services, educational opportunities, employment skills and other support services that will
ultimately lead to a better life for them and their families. Supportive services will be provided to an average of
22 families during the year of which 25 – 30 are children.
BROCKTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
Mobile Anti Crime Unit – The Brockton Police
Department provide a specially trained mobile
crime unit in a high crime area of the City. Two
patrol cars with two officers in each vehicle. The
police have taken a multi-pronged approach to
crime prevention which includes such elements of
public school outreach and neighborhood watch
programs, all aimed at reducing crime through
citizen involvement. The Anti Crime unit develops
public safety awareness through their presence in
the assigned area by becoming familiar with the
residents in those assigned census tracts.

PUBLIC FACILITIES
WAR MEMORIAL BUILDING
The War Memorial Building - For many years,
Brockton's War Memorial Building has served as a meeting
place for community veteran organizations and services, as
well as the home of the Brockton Symphony Orchestra.
Regrettably though, time and exposure to the elements
have taken their toll on this Brockton landmark and for it to
be preserved the building needed to undergo major
restoration. Therefore, the War Memorial Restoration
Project was initiated. The first priority was to make it
accessible for all citizens, thus, elevators were installed in
the building. In addition, handicap restrooms were installed
as well as a walkway from the parking area to the building
was provided. In addition to handicap needs, other
upgrades were required to make the building safe and stop
the deterioration before it was not able to be restored. The
façade of the building was repaired, electrical service was
upgraded, installation of a sprinkler system throughout the
building, the fire protection/ alarm system was upgraded,
exterior and interior lighting was repaired or replaced,
driveway and parking lots have been paved and a variety of
interior cleaning and painting projects of the property have
been completed.

PUBLIC FACILITIES
BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB
Renovation of the Gymnasium – The gymnasium at the Boys & Girls Club of Brockton has been in need of
renovation for a number of years. The Boys and Girls Club of Brockton is a fun, safe and enriching place for children.
Brockton’s Boys and Girls club is nationally recognized for its programs to help kids succeed in school, stay healthy,
participate in arts and sports, community service, technology and so much more. The renovations to the gym were
necessary so that the Boys and Girls club can continue to offer our children with activities to learn and grow.

In every community, children are left to find their own recreation and companionship in the streets. An increasing
number of children are at home with no adult care or supervision. Young people need to know that someone cares about
them.
Boys & Girls Clubs offer that and more. Club programs and services promote and enhance the development of boys and
girls by instilling a sense of competence, usefulness, belonging and influence.

PUBLIC SAFETY
BROCKTON FIRE DEPARTMENT
New Fire Equipment – The residents of the City
of Brockton deserve adequate fire equipment and
rescue vehicles. The old Pumping Engine located at
Station 2 was nearly 15 years old. The life expectancy
of this type of vehicle is approximately 10 years.
Therefore it was deemed essential that new fire
fighting apparatus be purchased for the protection
and safety of our citizens.
In 2013, a new 1500 gallon per minute Pumping
Engine was purchased using CDBG funds. This vehicle
will provide 20 percent more pumping capacity
which meets current safety and emissions standards.
In addition, the vehicle would provide enhanced fire
protection and adequate water flow for multi family
and high rise apartment complexes.

HOMEOWNER REHABILITATION
OWNER OCCUPIED SINGLE OR TWO FAMILY HOMES
This activity has been created for the purpose of providing emergency home repairs for low and moderate income families
in the City of Brockton. Funding for projects is in the form of a deferred payment loan for qualified home- owners. Funding
for these projects will be expended according to the scope of work to be completed, but will not exceed $30,000.00 (not
including lead paint removal). The loan is interest free to qualified applicants who meet the Household Income Guidelines
established by the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. To Date, twenty homes have benefited from this
program for emergency repairs and over $400,000.00 of CDBG funding has been expended for these projects.
Although this is an interest free loan, the loan only gets paid back if the property transfers ownership, is refinanced or in the
event of death of the owner(s).

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS
PARKS AND RECREATION
The City of Brockton, in an effort to stabilize neighborhoods and promote economic development, is committed to
revitalizing City parks throughout the community. Many of the parks in the City are in need of improvement. In addition to
CDBG funds, the EDI (Economic Development Initiative) Special Grant of $610,000.00 was awarded to the City and has been
used in several of the City parks for revitalization. The pictures below of Buckley Playground is an example of the use of
both CDBG and the EDI funding.

STREETSCAPES

The Brockton
Redevelopment Authority
working in conjunction with
the City of Brockton
Department of Public Works
has constructed sidewalk and
street improvements,
including handicapped
accessibility improvements in
key areas throughout the
City. This activity is intended
to generally improve the
quality of life and create a
more suitable living
environment for the
residents of Brockton.

RESCUE OF FORECLOSED HOMES
ACQUISITION AND REHABILITATION
In an continuing effort to prevent the deterioration of neighborhoods through the presence of vacant and abandoned
properties, the City of Brockton is working closely with a number of partners to rescue some of these properties and return
them to productive use and occupancy by low and moderate income families under First Time Homebuyer programs.
Because the foreclosure crisis continues to hit all sections of the City, and because foreclosures are complex, the City cannot
target a specific area, but rather must approach this effort on a case by case basis as properties move through the process
and become available.

RECEIVERSHIP
The Receivership program is made up by a committee consisting of the City of Brockton Building Department, Fire
Department, Police Department, Board of Health, Legal Department, Brockton Redevelopment Authority, The Attorney
General’s Office, Mass Housing Partnership, and TRI (The Resources Inc.). The purpose of the committee is to target
blighted neighborhoods to eliminate slums and blight. In some circumstances the troubled property has a receiver
appointed to rehabilitate the property. Properties that have been rehabilitated are ultimately acquired through foreclosure
process and offered to first time homebuyers.

In other cases where the home is beyond repair, the property must be demolished. Demolition of a property is necessary to
provide the residents of those neighborhoods with a safe and healthy environment.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
Working in cooperation with the Brockton 21st Century Corporation, the City of Brockton will continue to provide funding
for this program. Funds will allow low interest loans for façade improvements and other business expansion efforts in the
downtown central business district. Over $230,000.00 of CDBG funds has been expended on façade improvements.

VACANT LOT CLEANUP PROGRAM
CDBG funds have been used on a spot basis to remove debris and garbage and
to generally clean up, fence and secure, and in some cases plant vegetation on
lots where buildings have been demolished and the property is contributing to
incidences of slums and blight in the surrounding neighborhoods.
Over the past two years, CDBG funding has
paid for over 40 vacant or abandoned lots
throughout the City of Brockton to be
cleaned. Through the use of this program, a
great many of the debris filled lots have
been cleared, thus removing a negative
perception of those neighborhoods and
ultimately the City of Brockton.

The City of Brockton and the Brockton Redevelopment Authority
would like to recognize and thank all of the City departments and
organizations for their contributions to the betterment of the City
of Brockton and ultimately the citizens of this fine City.
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Providing Legal Services to less fortunate persons
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